
MASS OF CHRISTIAN BURIAL 

St. Josephine Bakhita Parish 

Rocky Hill, CT 

For Catholics 

As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the Eucha-

rist when we receive Holy Communion. We are encouraged to 

receive Communion devoutly and frequently. In order to be 

properly disposed to receive Communion, participants should not 

be conscious of grave sin and normally should have fasted for one 

hour. A person who is conscious of grave sin is not to receive the 

Body and Blood of the Lord without prior sacramental confession 

except for a grave reason where there is no opportunity for con-

fession.  

For our fellow Christians 

We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eu-

charist as our brothers and sisters. We pray that our common 

baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in this Eucharist will 

draw us closer to one another and begin to dispel the sad divi-

sions which separate us.  

Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is 

a sign of the reality of the oneness of faith, life, and worship, 

members of those churches with whom we are not yet fully unit-

ed are ordinarily not admitted to Holy Communion.  

For those not receiving Holy Communion 

All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to 

express in their hearts a prayerful desire for unity with the Lord 

Jesus and with one another. 

 

For non-Christians 

We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our 

faith in Jesus Christ. While we cannot admit them to Holy Com-

munion, we ask them to offer their prayers for the peace and the 

unity of the human family. 



RITE AT THE ENTRANCE  

OF THE CHURCH 

 

GREETING                        

All Stand 

PRIEST: May the Father of mercies… 

ALL:  And with your spirit. 

 

SPRINKLING WITH HOLY WATER 

 

The coffin is sprinkled with water from the Baptismal font to remind us 

of what Saint Paul wrote, that those who have been baptized in Christ 

have joined him in his death, but will also join with Christ in his resur-

rection. 

 

PLACING OF THE PALL 

 

The white funeral pall placed by the family and friends on the coffin re-

calls our white baptismal garment and the pledge of eternal life. 

 

ENTRANCE SONG 

May be one of the following three hymns, or from the supplemental 

hymn section. 

 

1a.  I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 



Text: Based on Isaiah 43:2–3; Luke 6:20ff. Text and music © 1975, 1978, Robert J. Dufford, SJ, and OCP. 

  1b.  I Know that My Redeemer Lives 

1c.  Be Not Afraid 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

FIRST READING                Please be seated 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

2a.       Psalm 23:  The Lord Is My Shepherd 

2b.                  Psalm 23:  Shepherd Me, O God 

 

 

 

 

 

2c.        Psalm 27:  The Goodness of the Lord 

 

 



2. g. Psalm 103:  The Lord Is Kind and Merciful 

SECOND READING 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION              Stand 

THE HOLY GOSPEL  

HOMILY                               Sit 

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS        Stand 

Response:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

2.f.  Psalm 91:  Be with Me 

2.e.  Psalm 84:  How Lovely Is Your Dwelling Place LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

HYMN DURING THE PREPARATION  

OF THE ALTAR                  Sit 
Selections for the song may be found in the “Supplementary Hymns and 

Songs” Section of the booklet beginning on page 13. 

  

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS                               Stand

    

PRIEST:   Pray, my friends, that our sacri-

fice may be acceptable to God the Almighty Fa-

ther. 

 ALL:   May the Lord accept the sacri-

fice at your hands for the praise and glory of 

his name, for our good, and the good of all 

his holy church.      

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 PRIEST:  The Lord be with you. 
 ALL:   And with your spirit. 
  

PRIEST:  Lift up your hearts. 
 ALL:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
  

PRIEST:    Let us give thanks to the Lord 
   our God 
ALL:   It is right and just. 



Holy 

Memorial Acclamation 

        After Holy, please kneel 

Amen 

COMMUNION RITE 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                               Stand 

SIGN OF PEACE 

Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) 

Lamb of God 



PRIEST: Behold the Lamb of God….. 

ALL:   Lord, I am not worthy that you 

should enter under my roof, but 

only say the word and my soul 

shall be healed. 

Reception of Holy Communion 

Please refer to the front cover of this booklet for the American 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                  Stand 

At this time, a tribute to the deceased’s faith may be 

offered. 

FINAL COMMENDATION AND FAREWELL 

INVITATION TO PRAYER          

SONG OF FAREWELL:  4a.       Song of Farewell 

4 b.  O Loving God 



PRAYER OF COMMENDATION 

PROCESSION TO THE PLACE OF COMMITTAL 

5a.         May the Choirs of Angels 

 

5b.    In Paradisum/May Angels Guide You  

5c.              Go In Peace 



SUPPLEMENTAL SONGS AND HYMNS Be Thou My Vision 

Come Back to Me 

Jesus Remember Me 



Here I Am Lord 

For All the Saints 

Irish Blessing 



I Am the Bread of Life Hail Mary, Gentle Woman 



On Eagle’s Wings Prayer of St. Francis 



Precious Lord, Take My Hand 

For God Alone, Psalm 62 

Shall We Gather at the River 

To You, O Lord, Psalm 25 



The Hand of God Shall Hold You 

The Strife is O’er. 

The Lord Is My Light 


